Frequently Asked Questions

1. By what date do all teachers have to be “highly qualified”?

Answer:  June 30, 2006

2. If a teacher has NBPTS, must he/she be evaluated through the HOUSSE?

Answer:  If licensed in K-12, middle grades, and/or secondary and the NBPTS applies to the area, the HOUSSE would not be needed to establish HQ status.  If licensed in elementary education or special education, the HOUSSE would be needed and NBPTS could be used in the evaluation as evidence for certain indicators.

3. Who in the LEA determines if a teacher is highly qualified?

Answer:  Personnel Administrators

4. Must a teacher be “highly qualified” in each area listed on his/her license?

Answer:  No.  Teachers must be highly qualified in each of the “core academic” subject areas they teach.

5. Do HOUSSE evaluators get paid?  If so, by whom and from what funding source?

Answer:  This is an LEA decision.  If paid, the source of funds would have to be local or from Title II dollars.

6. Do HOUSSE trainers get paid? If so, by whom and from what funding source?

Answer:  Same answer as for # 5.

7. Are travel expenses covered for HOUSSE evaluators?  If so, by whom and from what funding source?

Answer:  Same answer as for # 5.

8. What if there is not a HOUSSE evaluator available in my LEA to review a particular licensure area?

Answer:  LEAs can broker exchanges of evaluators to meet one another’s needs.
9. Should HOUSSE evaluations take place after school or during the school day?

Answer:  During school hours if possible.

10. Do all HOUSSE evaluations require a classroom observation?


Answer:  No.  Documentation from past observations can be used as evidence.  This is an evaluator’s decision.

11. What documentation must be sent to DPI after the HOUSSE is completed?


Answer:  Form HQ if the HOUSSE standards are met.

12. How will I know if a teacher I am contemplating hiring is “highly qualified?”


Answer:  They would have to hold a “full” state license and be HQ based on one of the NCLB qualifying criteria.

13. If an evaluator cannot review a teacher from his/her own school, what evaluators will be used to review charter school teachers?


Answer:  Evaluators can perform HOUSSE reviews on teachers in their school.

